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ANZ receives licence to operate from  

Dubai International Financial Centre 
 
Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Limited (ANZ) announced today that it has 

opened a new office in Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC), the financial and 

business hub connecting the region’s emerging markets with the developed markets of 

Europe, Asia and the Americas. This follows approval from the Dubai Financial Services 

Authority for a Category 4 branch licence that allows ANZ to operate as an authorised 

entity from DIFC. 

 

ANZ is also in the process of moving its current Dubai representative office to Abu Dhabi 

in order to better serve State Owned Enterprises and Sovereign Wealth Funds located 

there.  

 

The Category 4 branch licence allows ANZ to advise and arrange credit and investments 

for corporates, financial institutions and public sector clients in the Middle East. ANZ is 

also able to arrange offshore banking services from its booking centres in Singapore and 

Hong Kong for private banking clients.  

 

Mark Robinson, CEO, ANZ South & Southeast Asia, said: “The opening of the ANZ office 

in DIFC is an important milestone as a super regional bank. 

 

“Trade and investment flows between the Middle East and Australia, New Zealand and 

Asia are strong and growing. Expanding our footprint in the Middle East reflects our 

commitment to helping our customers harness this potential and connecting them with 

our global expertise across 32 markets,” Mr Robinson said. 

 

Kevin Birkett, Head of Financial Services at DIFC Authority said: “With its AA rating, ANZ 

is among the strongest and best capitalised banks in the world. We welcome ANZ to DIFC 

and look forward to supporting their business to develop and grow within the region.” 

 

ANZ has been present in the UAE since 2008 through its office in Dubai.  Founded in 

1835, ANZ provides a range of retail, private, commercial and institutional banking and 

financial services to eight million customers across 32 markets worldwide. ANZ holds an 

AA rating from Standard & Poor's and is among the world's 25 largest banks by market 

capitalisation. 
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